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A note from Rev. Sue

JANUARY 2010

Dear Grace Community,

It is with great pleasure that I
am writing this letter to you as
we begin our life of ministry
together. Iam grateful for the
faithful presence and ministry
that Bill Boli has shared with
you these last two years and
pray that I may continue to be a
positive priestly influence. 1
also want to share publicly my
appreciation for Judy Downey,
senior warden, Dick West, jun-
ior warden and the whole vestry
for their diligence and care for
Grace and for welcoming me so
generously.

There are many questions about
how we will share life and min-
istry so let me begin by sharing
some of the nuts and bolts of
scheduling. As you may know,
I will be about half time at
Grace as I remain on at St.
John's, Dryden also about half
time. I will continue to serve as
Missioner to the Mutual Minis-
try Support Teams at St. Paul's,
Corunna and St. John the Bap-
tist, Otter Lake. (This means I
meet with the teams once a
month and visit Sunday wor-
ship and meet with each ves-
try twice a year.) I will also
continue teaching the liturgy
course at the Coppage-Gordon
School for Ministry once a
month (which will now be on
Saturday evenings).

Thanks to Bishop Todd and

his gift of out-of-the-box think-
ing, a solution to provide

a priestly/sacramental presence
has been revealed. Four sacra-
mentalists (priests) (two

each) from the two Mutual Min-
istry Support Teams will be ro-
tating between their own
churches, Grace and St.

John's. Russ Merrill and Nancy
Steele from St. Paul's, Corunna
and Ann Norton and Sarah Parks
from St. John the Baptist are the
names of the four sacramental-
ists. With that in mind here's
what a typical month will look
like.

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays a
sacramentalist will be at Grace
(while I preside at St.John's). On
the 2nd and 4th Sundays I will
be at Grace (while a sacramen-
talist will be at St. John's). On
the 5th Sundays a sacramentalist
will be at Grace (and St. John's
while I visit one of the Mutual
Ministry Support Team
churches). Later in this newslet-
ter you will find a chart that has
been created which contains our
initial plans for which of the
five of us will be where

on Sunday mornings.

During the week I will have of-
fice hours at Grace on Wednes-
days. Monday will be my office
day at St. John's, Tuesday will be
a day I attend meetings, make
visits and generally be avail-
able. Thursday is my study day
and Friday is my sabbath day. I

will be available as needed
on Saturday.

This being said I want you
to know that I am accessi-
ble should you need to
speak with or make an ap-
pointment to see me. Feel
free to call me at St. John's
on Mondays (810-796-
2371) or on my cell phone
(810-706-0654) at other
times. My email address is
revsuerich@yahoo.com.

Of course please call me at
Grace on Wednesdays.
Our wonderful secretary,
Lori Schmidt, will be up-
dated on my scheduled
appointments and will con-
tinue to be a great resource
person.

I am very much looking
forward to meeting each of
you and sharing ministry
together. My plan is to
meet with the different
ministry groups to listen
and learn about who Grace
Episcopal Church is and
how the Spirit is leading
us. With the help of the
vestry, I believe we will
find some fun ways for me
to meet you through small
groups in informal settings
over the next few

months. More will be re-
vealed there!

Continued on page 2
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VESTRY Meeting Highlights from December 9

Present: Judy Downey, Dick West, Eldon Card, Lauraine Ferris, Doris Stevenson,
Clyde Pearsall and Nancy Wells
Guests: Lori Schmidt

n Opening prayer was led by Clyde Pearsall and meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m.

Approval made of November 9, 2009 minutes as written.

Old Business: Judy informed members that only one date was available for the Poker
Palace gaming license and that was during Lapeer Days weekend—so that project was declined. She would
like us to get on 2011 list. Stewardship pledge cards were discussed—encourage everyone to get them in.
Personnel—regarding the Priest Contract and schedule. Motion to hire Rev. Sue Rich as of 1/1/10 of approxi-
mately $40,000 with open end agreement to be voted on no later than July 1, 2010. Roll call vote taken with
unanimous approval.

New Business: The annual meeting date set is January 10, 2010. Motion to authorize Lori Schmidt to prepare
an application for funding from the Lapeer County Community Foundation to replace kitchen appliances, sup-
ported. Approved. Discussion regarding snow removal during week—Dick West, Jr. Warden will commit to
keeping it cleared. There will be a brunch on the 27th of December after both services so everyone can wish
Fr. Boli well and thank him for being with us.

Priest Comments: Lori relayed message to Vestry members from Fr. Boli ~ it has been lots of fun—good
people that work hard together. He encourages all to worship regularly and ask everyone you know to
come—he expects all pledge cards to be turned in. Thank-you for everything and make sure the sign out front
is replaced!

Liaison Reports: Thrift Shop business is picking up and Food for Families going well but can always use
help.

Columbarium Applications: Two applications were presented to Vestry for consideration—Approved.
Closing prayer by Dick West—meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Lori Schmidt, Administrative Assistant

Continued from page 1

I expect that there are many questions and uncertainties of how all this will work out and I want to assure you that your vestry and |
will do our best to answer your questions and provide as much information as possible. Please make a point to come to church on
Sunday, January 10th, which will be my first Sunday and also our Annual Meeting!

Looking forward to all God has in store for us, I am

Gratefully, Rev. Sue

GRACEFUL TIDINGS
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SENIOR WARDEN Report

The Junior Warden, Dick West, and I met with Rev. Sue and the Dryden
Wardens. We discussed the schedule for both churches in 2010 and 2011.

Rev. Sue will be serving Grace as of January, 2010. Your vestry is confident
~ this will be a step forward for Grace.

Fr. Boli has been a gift from God to our parish. He cares about each member of our congrega-
tion and has given a lot to us when he could have been sitting in his rocking chair. We will al-
ways cherish our time with him.

I have volunteered to manage the Thrift Shop beginning in January, 2010. Lorraine Kelch has
been “the Thrift Lady” for many years and we are very grateful for her Christian service.

I will be asking for volunteers when it is time for a seasonal change of clothing. The Thrift
Shop is the major income for ECW’s outreach ministries.

May the spirit of God be with you during the celebration of the birth of Jesus.
Judy Downey
Sr. Warden

What is happening at Grace...

There are new sign up sheets in the parish hall for the
hospltall_t% hosts. Please sign up so we can enjoy some
treats with fellowship.

Also, with the newci/ear comes signing up for flowers &
candles, Altar Guild and LEM/Lectors, Food for Families,
building and ground work. Please pray where you can
help with these ministries. Call Lori at the office to find
out more information.

o S .S
5 ¥ & g & a&e—ﬁ o ’ & To Barb Scharping and Fillmore Thomas for being selected
C@}z (M raTU‘.‘A t‘u nS f to receive the Flint River Valley Convocation Service
P TN ® Award. Both individuals give of their time and resources
to h%lp Grace be a wohderful place to worship. They are very deserving and will be able to
help the charity of their choice with the monetary donation received on their behalf. What a

blessing you both are to us!

a
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WHO AM 1?7 What | Belleve.

(A report to help Grace church members kenow each other better.)
BY Poris Rolland

| was born in Flint, one of four daughters. We moved to Otter Lake where | graduated from high
school. Affiliated with the Episcopal Church in Otter Lake, a year later, | was married by Archbishop
Braidwood. A friend in Otter Lake had introduced me to my future husband. At that time | had the
luxury of knowing Yung Chou prior to his ordination. Sixteen months into our marriage, | contracted
a serious illness and was hospitalized ten months. This threw me out of the work force two years.

After recuperation, we moved to Lapeer where | got a job in the Historic Courthouse. After our first
child was born, I returned to the County work at the Courthouse. Ten years later when county social
welfare merged with state social service | became a state worker. My office changed to Suncrest
Drive. Thirty-five years later | retired from the state of Michigan with scads of experience serving
critical human needs.

| lost my husband of twenty-one years to dystrophy. We had two children, a son and a daughter.
We now have three wonderful grandchildren.

In community service | have served as state president of the Business and Professional Women’s
Club, Founding trustee of the Lapeer Community Foundation. Currently, | chair the 4-County Hu-
man Development Commission. | participate in a wide variety of Grace Church activities. And in my
spare time, | manage a 72 unit large condo.

What do | believe? “I believe that with God’s help, hard work, and perseverance, one can achieve
most anything you set out to do.”

Della Hammond

Farewell brunch to Fr.
Boli— Thank-you for
the great path we
shared for the past few
years. He will
always be in our
thoughts, prayers and
hearts. We wish him
continued good health
and blessings.

GRACEFUL TIDINGS
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The Second The Third The Fourth The Fifth The Sixth
Sunday after Sunday after Sunday after Sunday after Sunday after
Christmas Day Christmas Day Christmas Day Christmas Day Christmas Day
January 3 January 10 January 17 January 24 January 31
HOLY EUCHARIST HOLY EUCHARIST HOLY EUCHARIST HOLY EUCHARIST | HOLY EUCHARIST
Clergy The Rev. Ann The Rev. Sue The Rev. Nancy The Rev. Sue The Rev. Nancy
Serving Norton Rich Steele Rich Steele
Altar Guild | Lauraine Ferris & Barb Scharping
Altar Flowers Don & Nancy NEEDED Dick & Darlene Judy NEEDED
Wells West Downey
Sanctuary Dick & Darlene Bill & Lori Dick & Darlene Charlie NEEDED
Candle West Schmidt West Coutcher
Vestry Lockup
9:00 SERVICE
Ushers/Greeters Joyce Moore and Barb Scharping
LEM Eldon Card Nancy Wells Jennie Spencer Kerry Spencer Nancy Wells
Lector I* Jean Coon Barb Scharping Bob Thomas Jennie Spencer Lori Schmidt
Lector 2** Kerry Spencer Nancy Wells Mary Kay Mason Peg Supernault Vicki Mcintyre
Acolytes Jessica Snipes Needed Josh Spencer Nicky Bagadinski Josh Spencer
Needed Needed Amy Webster Steve Bagadinski Amy Webster
Jennie Spencer
Hospitality LeeAnna, Jessica Harold & Judy
Hosts & Miranda Snipes Chown

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

I Debra Kreger
7  Clyde Pearsall

17 Mike Supernault

21 Chase Marsha
25
29
30

Joyce Moore
Phyllis Caley
Harriet Burde

r

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

I
17

Bill & Lori Schmidt

TRANSFERS IN

FUNERAL/MEMORIAL

Harold & Delores Lamphier

BAPTISMS

WEDDINGS
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Sun

10

17

24

31

Mon

11

18

25

Tue

12

19

26

Wed

13

20

21

Thu

14

21

28

Fri

15

22

29

ANUARY 2010

Sat

16

23

30
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Meet your Vestry Candidates:

JUDY DOWNEY

Please consider this a request to serve another term on the vestry of Grace, Lapeer. This is a critical time
in the life of our church. | have been a member of Grace since 1952. Through the years I've been a choir
member, directed junior choir, taught Sunday school, served as a lay reader and a deacon.

Grace is my spiritual home, my extended family, a place where God is always with us.

| will always work toward keeping Grace strong in God’s spirit and financially able to keep our doors open
for all who want to worship in God’s house.

DORIS STEVENSON

I’'m back! Currently finishing up my term on the vestry. | would like to return to vestry to help complete
the task of seating a new priest.

LAURAINE FERRIS

My name is Lauraine Ferris and | am putting my name forward for the Vestry election in January. | have
been serving on the vestry for the last three years and have been a member at Grace for thirty years. | have
learned a great deal during my time on vestry and hope to be helpful during this period of transition for
Grace. It will take patience and willingness to think outside the box for us to move forward. In my years on
school staff committees | have been often been involved in changes being made. Change is never easy but
sometimes better things come through change than we anticipate. | hope | can continue to be of service to
our parish through reelection to the vestry.

Please come ~Your vote counts...
January 10,2010

Preparation for the Annual Meeting is progressing. If you have been a Chairperson of a committee, please
prepare your statement for the Annual Report booklet and have it in the office by January 5th. The potluck
brunch/meeting will immediately follow the 9:00 service.

We will be voting for two vestry members to replace those completing their terms. We will also be voting
for our convention delegates. There will be a recap of 2009 and plans for the coming new year.

GRACEFUL TIDINGS
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“Fresh Starts ~ by Garnet Haase

Fresh starts are both exciting and frightening. We have a love-hate re-
lationship with them. We look forward to the benefits we hope will result
from our new beginnings, but we also dread the changes we’ll be forced
to make.

As much as we may want to free ourselves from our ruts, we’re not
fond of the work involved. We like things getting whipped into shape, but
we don’t like having to leave our comfort zones to do it.

Many of us will commit to eating better and exercising more in the com-
ing year, until we sit down with chips and dip to watch the parades and
football games on New Year’s Day. Our resolve vanishes along with our
waistlines as we find ourselves firmly planted in our La-Z-Boy recliners,
mumbling something about tomorrow.

We want change to be convenient and easy, but it rarely is. It requires
planning, determination, effort and courage. Growth demands thought
and work. Sure, we can sit back and let life zoom past us and be swept
along with it, but we’ll be racing in a direction chosen for us by others.

Intentionally choosing a course of action, means we must stay focused
on our path and on doing the necessary work to reach our goals.
Together we’ll be facing many changes in 2010, so we'll need to keep our
hearts and minds pinned on our Lord.

We’ll be challenged to grow in faith toward God and in love toward one
another. We’'ll be pushed to find win-win solutions as we struggle to climb
out of our personal and congregational ruts. We’ll need to plan and to
work at making our goals realities.

It won't be easy or fun all the time, but God will be with us always,
strengthening our faltering resolve, easing our fears of the unknown,
calming our anxious minds and guiding our wavering hearts. To him be
the glory.

Yours In Christ,
Garnet Haase

GRACEFUL TIDINGS
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| Since we did not have a meeting in December— will look forward
|to seeing you at the January one when we will be planning for the
| silent auction, save your unwanted treasurers. The date of the
lauction will be January 31- February 14th. So when putting away
| your new Christmas things—set aside items that can be used for

| the auction! Mark your calendar today!
|

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| |
| Also, if you can be thinking about saving your 1# coffee cans :
| through the year so we have them for the cookie walk in 2010. We |
| will be happy to store them for you if you would like to bring them |

I in to the parish kitchen. We use 2# and 3# also, but have a supply

PAGE 9

Offering
Envelopes

For 2010 are
available in the
Parish Hall.
Please be sure

| to start with for next year. to pick yours
- up!
The website has been updated and has the
current newsletter—if you would like to read
yours online and not receive a hard copy—
A et Lori know and that will save the church
L l1'\'JF)ostage costs. (And the photos are in color!)
The website address is:
nnlmns NOVEMBER FINANCIALS
Pledge offerings: $ 6,907.43
SENSE Total revenue: $ 8,636.43
Total expenses: $ 8,999.97
Income-Expense:  ($  363.81)
Year to date deficit: ($ 20,880.10)
Total transferred from LCBT to cover deficit:  $20,000.00

Total assets: $ 38,018.31
Total restricted: $116,387.03
Grace Church Income Comparison Grace Church Expense Comparison
$14,000 $16,000
$14,000 1\
$12,000 - ‘s '
: . $12,000 -
$10,000 =" 1 - $10,000 \,,/7‘\ L R g
=\~ «r $8,000 z
$8,000 1 T ~—— Y $6,000 \
| o $4,000
$6,000 $2.900 \
$4,000 +————— ; $0 ‘ ‘ — —
K A QA K\ A QA
FEFTEF IO IL L O FEFEF S YILL O
= = =2008 Income 2009 Income = = =2008 Expense 2009 Expense |
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Cooperative Sunday Eucharistic Schedule - 2010
Date Sue Russ Nancy Sarah Ann
January 03 Dryden Corunna Corunna Otter Lake Lapeer
January 10 Lapeer Dryden Corunna Otter Lake Otter Lake
January 17 Dryden Corunna Lapeer Otter Lake Otter Lake
January 24 Lapeer Corunna Corunna Dryden Otter Lake
January 31 Otter Lake Corunna Lapeer Otter Lake Dryden
February 07 Dryden Lapeer Corunna Otter Lake Otter Lake
February 14 Lapeer Corunna Dryden Otter Lake Otter Lake
February 21 Dryden Corunna Corunna Lapeer Otter Lake
February 28 Lapeer Corunna Corunna Otter Lake Dryden
March 07 Dryden Corunna Lapeer Otter Lake Otter Lake
March 14 Lapeer Corunna Corunna Dryden Otter Lake
March 21 Dryden Corunna Corunna Otter Lake Lapeer
Palm Sun. March 28 Lapeer Dryden Corunna Otter Lake Otter Lake
Easter April 04 Dryden Corunna Corunna Lapeer Otter Lake
April 11 Lapeer Corunna Corunna Otter Lake Dryden
April 18 Dryden Lapeer Corunna Otter Lake Otter Lake
April 25 Lapeer Corunna Dryden Otter Lake Otter Lake
May 02 Dryden Corunna Corunna Otter Lake Lapeer
May 09 Lapeer Dryden Corunna Otter Lake Otter Lake
May 16 Dryden Corunna Lapeer Otter Lake Otter Lake
Pentecost  May 23 Lapeer Corunna Corunna Dryden Otter Lake
Trinity Sun.  May 30 Corunna Lapeer Corunna Dryden Otter Lake
June 06 Dryden Lapeer Corunna Otter Lake Otter Lake
June 13 Lapeer Corunna Dryden Otter Lake Otter Lake
June 20 Dryden Corunna Corunna Lapeer Otter Lake
June 27 Lapeer Corunna Corunna Otter Lake Dryden
July 04 Dryden Corunna Lapeer Otter Lake Otter Lake
July 11 Lapeer Corunna Corunna Dryden Otter Lake
July 18 Dryden Corunna Corunna Otter Lake Lapeer
July 25 Lapeer Dryden Corunna Otter Lake Otter Lake
August 01 Dryden Corunna Corunna Lapeer Otter Lake
August 08 Lapeer Corunna Corunna Otter Lake Dryden
August 15 Dryden Lapeer Corunna Otter Lake Otter Lake
August 22 Lapeer Corunna Dryden Otter Lake Otter Lake
August 29 Otter Lake Dryden Corunna Lapeer Otter Lake
September 05 Dryden Corunna Corunna Otter Lake Lapeer
September 12 Lapeer Dryden Corunna Otter Lake Otter Lake
September 19 Dryden Corunna Lapeer Otter Lake Otter Lake
September 26 Lapeer Corunna Corunna Dryden Otter Lake
October 03 Dryden Lapeer Corunna Otter Lake Otter Lake
October 10 Lapeer Corunna Dryden Otter Lake Otter Lake
October 17 Dryden Corunna Corunna Lapeer Otter Lake
October 24 Lapeer Corunna Corunna Otter Lake Dryden
October 31 Corunna Corunna Dryden Otter Lake Lapeer
November 07 Dryden Corunna Lapeer Otter Lake Otter Lake
November 14 Dryden Corunna Corunna Otter Lake Lapeer
November 21 Lapeer Corunna Corunna Dryden Otter Lake
Adventl November 28 Lapeer Dryden Corunna Otter Lake Otter Lake
Advent2 December 5 Dryden Corunna Corunna Lapeer Otter Lake
Advent3 December 12 Lapeer Corunna Corunna Otter Lake Dryden
Advent4 December 19 Dryden Lapeer Corunna Otter Lake Otter Lake
December 25 Lapeer
December 26 Lapeer Corunna Dryden Otter Lake Otter Lake
revised 12/23/2009

The above schedule shows where each of the five priests are on all Sundays. Several times both priests

of St. Paul's and St. John the Baptist are scheduled at their home parish -- it is only necessary for one of

the priests to celebrate. They are, therefore, able to work out their own schedules at their home churches.

This is aliving document and changes will be made as necessary to provide coverage for vacations,

continuing education and other items not yet realized.

10
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REMINDER

ONE
SERVICE
BEGINNING
JANUARY 3, 2010
AT 9:00 A.M.

Hope to see you
there!

ISSUE |
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gt - GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
=k 735 WEST NEPESSING
LAPEER MICHIGAN 48446

Change Service Requested

Faithful people of Christ growing and serving through God’s Grace.
Nursery available during 9:00 service.

Grace Episcopal Church of Lapeer

735 West Nepessing Street
Lapeer, MI 48446
Phone: 810-664-2841 m Fax: 810-664-7380
E-mail: gracechurchlapeer@sbcglobal.net
Web site: www.gracechurchlapeer.org
Office Hours: Monday — 9:00am — 4:00pm
Tuesday - Thursday—9:00 am—1:00 pm
Friday—CLOSED

A parish of The Diocese of Eastern Michigan
The Rt. Rev. S. Todd Ousley, Bishop
The Rev. Susan C Rich, Priest

Vestry Phone Liaison Areas
Judy Downey Senior Warden 810-338-6200 Stewardship
Dick West Junior Warden 810-664-8482 Building & Grounds/

Hospitality

Lauraine Ferris Clerk of the Vestry 810-664-1063 Parish Life/Altar
Eldon Card Vestry Member 810-245-6000 Administration
Clyde Pearsall Vestry Member 810-653-8006 Formation/Education
Doris Stevenson Vestry Member 248-909-0121 Marketing/Advertising
Nancy Wells Vestry Member 810-664-9793 Outreach/Worship
David Coon Treasurer 810-797-4712

Staff
Nick Ward Organist
Lori Schmidt Administrative Assistant

Vicki McIntyre Bookkeeper



