
Dear Madam Secretary:       
    
    I write to join my voice to those 
of many others, lamenting the 
decision of the Israeli government 
to evict two Palestinian families 
from their homes in East Jerusa-
lem on Sunday, 2 August.  This 
action undermines the quest for 
peace led by you and President 
Obama and represents a step back-
ward in the peace process and a 
likely precursor to further vio-
lence.  

    I appreciate your response that 
these evictions are "deeply regret-
table" and that "the eviction of 
families and demolition of homes 
in East Jerusalem is not in keeping 
with Israeli obligations."  I particu-
larly appreciate your words that 
such action will not be 
"recognized as changing the status 
quo."  I urge you and the Admini-
stration to build on these senti-
ments by calling unequivocally for 
the immediate return of the Pales-
tinian families to their homes.   

    The United States government 
must not allow Israel to act with 
impunity.  This does not serve the 
peace process, nor the long-term 
interests of the people of Israel.  It 
certainly does not serve the cause 
of justice for Palestinians.  No 
matter how many times the Israeli 
government may declare East Je-
rusalem to be part of Israel, under 
international law it remains occu-
pied territory.  

    The Episcopal Church is firmly 
committed to policies that embrace 
Palestinian aspirations for a viable 
sovereign state, alongside a secure 

    Episcopal Church Presiding 
Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori 
sent a letter to U.S. Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
August 5 expressing sorrow over 
the Israeli government's August 2 
eviction of two Palestinian fami-
lies from East Jerusalem, and 
asked Clinton and the Obama 
administration to call for the 
families' immediate return.  

    "This action undermines the 
quest for peace led by you and 
President Obama and represents a 
step backward in the peace proc-
ess and a likely precursor to fur-
ther violence," Jefferts Schori 
wrote. 

    Despite U.S. pressure to freeze 
settlements in the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem, Israeli police 
August 2 evicted two Palestinian 
families living in East Jerusalem, 
and two Jewish families moved 
in, according to news reports. 

    Israel annexed East Jerusalem 
after the 1967 Six-Day War; it is 
considered occupied territory 
under international law. The city 
is home to 200,000 Jews and 
250,000 Arabs. 

The full text of the letter follows:  
 

 

August 5, 2009 

 

The Honorable Hillary Rodham 
Clinton 
Secretary of State  
United States Department of 
State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Presiding Bishop sends letter to Secretary of 
State about eviction of Palestinian families  
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W O R S H I P  S E R V I C E S  

SUNDAY 

8:00am Holy Eucharist  

9:15 Christian Ed (all ages) 

10:00 am Holy Eucharist 

WEEKDAYS MORNINGS 

8:30am Morning Prayer 

WEDNESDAYS— 

12:15pm Holy Eucharist w/Fr. Boli 

Followed by Bible Study &  
Brown Bag Lunch 
CLERGY 
The Rev Wm Boli, Priest  
 (wwboli@charter.net) 
PH: 810.664-2841 
EM: gracechurchlapeer@sbcglobal.net 
STAFF 
Lori Schmidt, Admin. Assistant 
Vicki McIntyre, Bookkeeper 
Paul Allison, Sexton 
Nick Ward, Music Director 
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday— 9:00a-4:00p 
Tuesday-Thursday- 9:00a-1:00p 
Friday—Closed 

state of Israel, with Jerusa-
lem as the shared capital of 
both states.  We continue to 
seek an end to the Israeli 
occupation while guarantee-
ing   Israel's security and 
recognition of its right to 
exist.  Our positions are 
based on resolutions adopted 
by our General Convention 
(The Episcopal Church's 
primary governing 
body).  These resolutions 
also stand in opposition to 
the settlements built on Pal-
estinian land, the building of 
the ‘separation barrier' or 
wall where it violates Pales-
tinian territory, and the 
demolition of Palestinian 
homes.  Previous resolutions 
also call for an end to vio-
lence by all sides and a firm 
renunciation of anti-
Semitism. 

    I deeply appreciate the  

determination of President 
Obama, who from the begin-
ning of his Administration has 
sought a just resolution to this 
conflict.  A successful resolu-
tion of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict will provide enormous 
dividends for peace in all of 
the Middle East, and lead to a 
more secure world.  The ap-
pointment of George Mitchell 
as the Administration's special 
envoy has given renewed hope 
that this conflict may yet be 
resolved and the two peoples 
may be able to share this land 
with equal dignity, security, 
and freedom to build a more 
abundant life.  

(Con’t. Page 3) 



Present:  Dick West, Eldon Card, Lauraine Ferris, Nancy Wells, Judy Downey,  Clyde Pearsall and Fr. Boli    Excused: Doris Ste-
venson    Guests:  Dave Coon, Nancy Pearsall, Lori Schmidt, Doris Rolland and Joyce Moore 
 

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Sr. Warden, Judy Downey.  Nancy Wells led devotions. 
 

Minutes from the June 10, 2009 Vestry meeting were approved as written.  Approved. 
 

Convocation Report:  Doris Rolland shared notes from the meeting that was held at Grace on August 8th. 
 

Old Business: Doris Rolland shared the progress regarding the columbarium. She has a plaque for Buddy Beyers for the wood work 
he did surrounding the niches.  Her committee would like the Vestry to determine a price for the niches as we have persons inter-
ested in purchasing them.  Final paperwork is being drafted and will be presented at the September vestry meeting.  Fillmore Tho-
mas is donating the replacement door for the area.  The dedication will be scheduled in September.  A motion was made that the 
vestry approve the cost of purchasing a niche at $325 each for the Grace Episcopal Church Columbarium.  This includes the price of 
the niche, urn, and engraving according to the rules and regulations set forth by the vestry and priest.  Supported, Approved.   
 

Nancy Wells reported there was a lack of interest in developing a Service Directory for congregation— 
so no further action will take place on it at this time.  Nancy reported that Charlie Coutcher and she will be preparing a photo direc-
tory.  The photos will be taken following services the last Sunday in September and first one in October. 
 

The October vestry meeting will begin at 6:00 p.m. and follow with The Rev. Mark Engle, Consultant from 7-9 p.m.  This allows 
enough time for business to be conducted.  The groups will need to get together to proceed on action steps determined at the last 
meeting.  Vestry members will organize this and be ready to work on at the September meeting. 
 

New Business:  Need to recruit additional delegates and alternates for the Convention which is held in October.  Nancy Pearsall 
presented the Vestry with funeral luncheon updates and changes.  While it isn’t what we want; it has become necessary to look at 
charging a fee to provide a luncheon.  The details will be presented in the next newsletter.  The Vestry appreciates all the hard work 
and research Nancy put into this project.  Dick West has received a quote from Holland Heating for furnace/ac maintenance.  Is go-
ing to get one other to compare with current Porter & Heckman for next year.  The thermostats are good ones, so they do not need to 
be replaced but are going to get programmed to help with heating/cooling costs.  He is working on getting rid of the large frig in 
garage.  Dick stated that the sexton position will need to be filled full time, so will be checking on filling that.  Dick also presented 
information regarding a new gas supplier using Consumers Energy as payee.  Motion to authorize signing up for this program, sup-
ported.  Approved.   
 

Finance Report:  Lori presented the audit report received from the outside auditor.  There were a few recommendations for both the 
church and ECW which will be implemented immediately.  Motion to accept and approve the audit for 2008 as presented, sup-
ported.  Approved. 
 

Dave Coon, Treasurer presented the 2010 Tithe request for discussion.  Motion to authorize acceptance of amount, supported.  Ap-
proved. 
 

Priest Comments:  Fr. Boli stated he is “as happy as a pig in mud”. 
 

Other Business:  There will be a church breakfast instead of picnic held on September 13th  and will have only one service at 9:00 
outside. 
 

A request to survey the congregation regarding combining the hospitality hour or possible changes due to difficulty in getting volun-
teers. 
 

A group is working on getting a Lapeer County Community Foundation Grant to help fund a new stove to be used in the Food for 
Families program. 
 

Closing prayer given by Lori Schmidt.  Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Lori Schmidt 
Administrative Assistant 
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VESTRY Meeting Highlights from August 12 



Thank-you to all  
who made this egg roll sale such 

a huge success!!!    

SENIOR WARDEN Report 
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G R A C E F U L  T I D I N G S  

Continued from Page 1 

I pray that through your efforts Israel may come to realize that continuing to build and develop settlements presents a severe barrier to a just 
peace, and that an immediate freeze is required, beginning with vacating these Palestinian homes in East Jerusalem.  

    Thank you for your unrelenting work towards a just peace and please know that people of good will on both sides of this conflict share 
this goal with you for the benefit of the two peoples and three faiths that embrace the Holy Land. 

I remain, 

Your servant in Christ, 

 

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori 
Presiding Bishop 

The Episcopal Church 

Practice is on Tuesday evenings at 
7:00 p.m.   Need sopranos and any-
one interested in being part of the 
choir.  Lots of fun and a great  
opportunity to share your gift of  
music.  Talk to Nick Ward if  
interested. 

September 1, 2009 

             Flowers and 
               Candle 
                    Dates  
                 Available: 
  Flowers:   
       November 1  
      December 13 
  Candle: 
         September 27 
            October 11 
         November 15 & 29 
 
Please do not call the office to schedule, as it may 
cause double booking.  For all requests, call Nancy 
Wells, 664-9793. 
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WHO AM I? What I Believe. 
       (A report to help Grace church members know each other better.) 

By Doris Rolland 

I was born in the congregational parsonage in Cheboygan, Wisconsin and my wife was born in the 
Methodist parsonage in St. Louis, MO.  We both were children of ministers! 
 
I attended preschool and school in Richmond, Wisconsin; and college in Beloit, the oldest college in 
Wisconsin, majoring in Economics. 
 
After college I worked in Chicago three years for a wholesale lumber company.  I was transferred to 
Flint, MI and called on lumber yards that could use lumber in carload quantities.  I held accounts with 
GM for loading-crates and machine gun cases.  I also sold lumber to trailer manufacturers.  I de-
cided to start business for myself and in 1941 started the Fillmore Thomas Co. in Lapeer.  I retired 
after 66 years in the company. 
 
In WWII, I taught naval pilots’ ground school at St. Thomas College at St. Paul, Minn.  Very enjoy-
able.  I had earned ratings in civil aeronautics, airplane engines, navigation, aerodynamics, rules 
and regulations, meteorology, and use of  parachutes.  “I could do what I taught.” 
 
Married, we were blessed with two wonderful sons.  We joined Grace Church about 1948 and I have 
been a member ever since.  I served on the Vestry 18 years, was treasurer, 12; and was Jr. and Sr. 
Warden three years.  My wife was choir director many years.  We built a new home on Peppermill 
with an architect from the Frank L. Wright school of architecture.  I supervised the building of the 
Grace Church hall utilizing the same architect.  So, our church hall is built in the Frank L. Wright 
style.  I met Frank L. Wright in 1934 where he spoke in Wisconsin, and I escorted him to his car.  
More recently, I donated replacement windows for the hall, the kitchen, and replaced the roof at 
Grace.  I have pledged an outside door for the newly installed Columbarium– Meditation room. 
 
Besides seeing in person F.L. Wright, another highlight of  my life was in 1932, hearing in person 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Herbert Hoover, and Norman Thomas campaigning for president.  By the 
way, Norman Thomas was the best speaker. 
 
What I believe?  I believe in doing the right thing at all times.  I’ve had many disappointments in my 
life, but they have given me new opportunities to do the right thing.  Doing the right thing works all 
the time. 
 

Fillmore Thomas 
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TRANSFERS IN 
     
FUNERAL/MEMORIAL 
   
BAPTISMS 
 
WEDDINGS 
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The Fourteenth  
Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

September 6 
 
 

HOLY EUCHARIST 

The Fifteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 
ONE SERVICE      

9:00 
September 13 

 
 

HOLY EUCHARIST 

The Sixteenth  
Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

September 20 
 
 

HOLY EUCHARIST 

The Seventeenth 
Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

September 27 
 
 

HOLY EUCHARIST 

Altar Guild Lauraine Ferris & Barb Scharping 

Altar Flowers Ted & Harriet  
Burder 

Morna 
Glancy 

Twila 
Mercer 

Joyce  
Moore 

Sanctuary  
Candle 

Lorraine 
Kelch 

Clyde & Nancy 
Pearsall 

Charlie Coutcher  

Vestry Lockup Nancy Wells    

8:00AM SERVICE 

Ushers/Greeters Bob Coulter & Jack Hutton 

LEM Eldon Card  Nancy Wells Nancy Wells 

Lector Charlie Coutcher  Nancy Wells Mary Kay Mason 

Acolyte Eldon Card  Nancy Wells Nancy Wells 

Hospitality 
Host 

Doris Rolland    

10:00AM SERVICE 
Ushers/Greeters Bob & Elva Baird 

LEM Wilda Hopkins Jennie Spencer Jennie Spencer Kerry Spencer 

Lector 1* Wilda Hopkins Jean Coon Nancy Pearsall Sandy Arnold 

Lector 2** Barb Scharping Kerry Spencer Bob Thomas Craig Arnold 

 Acolytes   Jessica Snipes Sean Snuske Josh Spencer Nicky Bagadinski 

 Caryn Snuske Amy Webster Steve Bagadinski 

   Jennie Spencer 

Hospitality 
Hosts 

Dave & Jean  
Coon 

Dutch & Janie  
Klotzner Breakfast 

Bernita  
Hawes 

NEEDED 

SEPTEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 
 
4 Skye Marshall 
7 Harold Schneider 
13 Harold Lamphier 
14 LaVern Warner 
17 Bonna Bullis 
        Tracey House 
22 Bill Valley 
25     LeeAnna Snipes 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Let the office know if you have 
     an anniversary this month. 

September 8, 2009! 
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SEPTEMBER 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
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G R A C E F U L  T I D I N G S  

Dean Bedford opened the meeting at 9:10 am and led prayer which centered on the meaning of the words I 
AM from John. 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting were corrected to say there is no individual discreet training for mutual 
ministry teams. 
 
The treasurer stated the convocation will stay with the Raymond James Corp. which will cost $100 a year 
with no charge for writing checks.  Every report is made on-line.  Interest of $10 was received in June.   
Balance on hand: $15,483.  Congregational donations are holding up, $30,750 was budgeted for the year.  
We have received 75% to date. 
 
Clerical Dean, Marti Fields reported that the secular press has no idea about the long term effects of what’s 
happening in the Church.  If you want accurate info about what occurred at the Triennial Convention, listen 
to the deputies attending.  “Integrity” on Face Book reports well.  “The church is in the process of gathering 
all info about same sex relations.  All church marriage records are kept by the church for the state.  The 
church should be out of civil marriages.  Only if you want sacramental marriage do you go to the church.  
The National Church cut their budget drastically.  Presently, congregational donations are divided 40/60  
between the convocation and diocese.  The convocation voted to keep the split as is. 
 
The Episcopal Church is established in 18 countries.  Fr. Field said we should keep in mind that when a  
person visits our church, they make up their mind in the first five minutes if they want to stay.  It is every 
Christian’s responsibility to invite people to church.  “Most people are looking for belonging and not belief.” 
 
Dean Bedford asked the reps to put out a call for someone with financial savvy to run for standing commit-
tee.  Nominations are due now.  The Convention is the third week in October.  Parish updates were given 
from St. Christopher, Gr. Blanc; St. Pauls, Corunna; St. Andrews, Flint; St. Dunstans, Davison; Trinity, 
Flushing; St. Pauls, Flint and Grace Church, Lapeer. 
 
The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 11:30. 
 

 Doris Rolland, 
Convocation Representative 

Flint River Valley Convocation Report 

Parish Pictorial Directory  
Charlie Coutcher has graciously offered to take pictures for our updated church  
directory.  We will be taking them between 9:00 and 10:00 and also after the 10:00 
service on Sunday, September 27 and Sunday, October 4.  You do not need to 
make an appointment.  If you are unable to make it either Sunday, please feel free 
to contact Nancy Wells, 664-9793 and we will make arrangements so no one is left 
out. 
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G R A C E F U L  T I D I N G S  

“Build on the Past … Grow in the Present” by Garnet Haase 

 

 
Deep blue skies dotted with cotton candy clouds delight us during September. Cool nights 

make it easier to sleep and warm days let us enjoy the summer’s passing. Marching bands fill 
the air with stirring music on Friday nights, while cross-town rivals battle for gridiron su-
premacy. Students return to school for another nine months of academic challenges. At 
church, we kick off another year of programs, activities and events. 

September is a month of fresh starts. No matter what happened in the previous years, we 
can have the renewed hope that things will be different, even better, this year. New teachers, 
new subjects, new opportunities for learning and growing await the student each September. 
Pupils must build upon past experiences while moving ahead to embrace additional informa-
tion and insights — for refusing to work at their new courses leads to failure. 

The same is true in other areas of our lives. Though the past is important, we must con-
tinue to learn and grow today and on into the future. For instance, if we used to exercise and 
eat balanced meals, but now we don’t, we’ll put on unwanted weight. If we harbor bitterness 
and resentment against someone who has hurt us, rather than talking things out with them, 
then we’re no better than they are and we lose out on the good God wants to share with us 
through that relationship. 

If we send mixed messages to people and then judge them harshly because they haven’t 
caught on to what we mean, then we’re playing mind games that cause fear and anxiety. If we 
refuse to forgive ourselves and others, then we get trapped in the past and make it impossible 
to move forward and experience the new life our Lord wants for us each and every day. 

This September do we want to be “held back” or do we want to move ahead to fresh starts 
and new opportunities for learning? Do we want to shrivel in the past or thrive in the present? 
Are we ready for God to guide us through a year of adventure or are we going to succumb to 
our fears and stagnate? Are we willing to embrace the growth in ourselves and others or will 
we insist everyone must stay in the pigeon holes we’ve assigned them in our minds? 

We wouldn’t like it if our children refused to study and learn new material at school. So 
how can we expect God to like it when we refuse to forgive one another and move beyond 
our hurts and heartaches? While we’re reveling in the beauty of this September’s brilliant blue 
skies and smiling as band music fills the crisp night air, let’s allow Christ to teach us how to 
build on the good we’ve learned in the past, while moving ahead to the fresh starts he has in 
store for us. 

 
Yours in Christ, 

Garnet Haase 



JULY FINANCIALS 
 
 
 
Pledge offerings:  $   5,399.23 
Total revenue:  $   7,381.08 
Total expenses:  $  10,753.05 
Income-Expense:       ($   3,371.97)  
Year to date deficit:   ($  16,330.17) 
Total transferred from LCBT to cover deficit:    $15,000.00 
Total assets:  $157,366.93          
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Grace Church Income Comparison
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LAPEER 
DAYS 2009 

EGG 
ROLL 

FUNDRAISER 

A heartfelt thank you from the bottom of our hearts to everyone involved in the smashing success of our 
egg roll venture.  From the planners, shoppers, fryers, runners, booth workers, clean up crew and everyone 
in between ~ we say Thank-You!  Our total profit to date was $6,154.62, reflecting a 68% profit.  Rest up 
fast as August 2010 will be here before we know it!  

Barb Scharping & Della Hammond 
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G R A C E F U L  T I D I N G S  

Thank-You! 
A huge thank-you to Dutch and Janie Klotzner for donating a new 
freezer for the Food for Families program in honor of their 50th  
wedding anniversary.  Now all the freezers are in  tip top shape and 
ready to fill for the winter.  Janie has even been freezing some of the  
donated veggies to use when the snow flies.  Blessings  on your   
anniversary and for being such givers of time and talent. 

 

ECW (Episcopal Church Women) News… 
FUNERAL LUNCHEON UPDATE & CHANGES: 

 
The ECW and Grace Church are always ready to provide Funeral Luncheons to our parish-
ioners and their families.   Funeral luncheons are an extension of the grieving process and 
we are glad to provide this service.  It has become evident that the difficult economic times 
have also greatly affected our ability to provide the quality luncheons that we have in the 
past. We are few, but mighty, but all of us are feeling the burden of providing food not only 
for our own families, but to help others. 
  
 With the higher cost of food, beverages and paper products, we have been forced to insti-
tute a new policy for Funeral Luncheons.  After much consideration and research into the 
general charges of other churches, the ECW now has a policy of charging $5.00 per plate for 
luncheon requests.  This will enable us to provide the same lovely dinners, but have the 
funds to replenish our supplies for the next family that needs a luncheon.  
  
 If the family would rather have a catered luncheon from an outside source, Lori Schmidt, at 
the office, will have telephone numbers and prices from which they may select.  Set up and 
clean up services would have to be provided by the caterer or  
family.  
  
 It is hard to have to charge those within our flock for this service and we understand that 
there will be exceptions that will be made. As always, you may expect a dignified and lovely 
luncheon for your guests. 
  
 We have created (3) sample menus from which the family may choose.  They will be avail-
able to anyone who wishes to see them from Nancy Pearsall or Lori.  
  
 Thank you for your understanding, 
            GRACE CHURCH ECW 
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G R A C E F U L  T I D I N G S  

 

 

How About Joining Us??? 
 

Did you know that Grace Episcopal  
  Church is the oldest participant in the 
  Food for Families program? 
 
Did you know this is one of the  
   outreach missions of this parish? 
 
Do you enjoy food preparation? 
 
Would you like to join a fun loving 
   dedicated group of friends in this 
   mission? 
 
YOU can help.  We are in need of a  
   few dedicated workers that are  
   willing to commit to a few hours 
   each Tuesday morning or afternoon. 
 
Please come join us at 8:00 a.m. Tues   
   days to help with food preparation or   
   at 3:00 p.m. to assist in the serving  
   of the meal. 
 
For additional information call Janie 
Klotzner (810)793-5767 or Lori at the 
church office (810)664-2841. 
 
You won’t be sorry you did. 

September 7, 2009 



GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
735 WEST NEPESSING 
LAPEER MICHIGAN 48446 

Change Service Requested 

Grace Episcopal Church of Lapeer 
735 West Nepessing Street 

Lapeer, MI  48446 
Phone:  810-664-2841  ■  Fax:  810-664-7380 

E-mail:  gracechurchlapeer@sbcglobal.net 
Web site: www.gracechurchlapeer.org 

Office Hours:  Monday – 9:00am – 4:00pm 
Tuesday - Thursday—9:00 am—1:00 pm 

Friday—CLOSED 

A parish of The Diocese of Eastern Michigan 
The Rt. Rev. S. Todd Ousley, Bishop  

The Rev. William Boli, Priest 

                 Vestry     Phone             Liaison Areas 
Judy Downey Senior Warden  810-338-1161  Stewardship 
Dick West Junior Warden  810-664-8482  Building & Grounds/ 
          Hospitality 
Lauraine Ferris Clerk of the Vestry  810-664-1063  Parish Life/Altar 
Eldon Card Vestry Member   810-245-6000  Administration 
Clyde Pearsall Vestry Member  810-653-8006  Formation/Education 
Doris Stevenson Vestry Member  248-909-0121  Marketing/Advertising 
Nancy Wells Vestry Member                     810-664-9793  Outreach/Worship 
David Coon                                         Treasurer  810-797-4712 
                                     Staff 
Nick Ward  Organist 
Paul Allison  Sexton 
Lori Schmidt  Administrative Assistant 
Vicki McIntyre  Bookkeeper 
  

Faithful people of Christ growing and serving through God’s Grace 


