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Reflections from Rev. Sue

DECEMBER 2011

Dear Grace Community,

Happy Advent! I hope your
Thanksgiving was all you
had hoped it would be and
that you have had an oppor-
tunity to reflect on the many
things for which you are
thankful.

It’s quite convenient, actu-
ally, that Thanksgiving is
placed where it is in the cal-
endar and liturgical year. In
a way it can put us in the
posture of preparing for the
One who comes to us as God
Incarnate.

Each week of Advent
focuses on a different theme.
They are, in order, Hope,
Peace, Joy, and Love with
the Sunday readings reflect-
ing each theme. The Lapeer
Ministerial Association is
also using these themes for
our Wednesday Advent eve-
nings where we share soup
and a program/liturgy. The
first was this past Wednes-
day and hopefully you had
the chance to attend at First
Presbyterian Church.
November 30" will be here
at Grace; December 7™ will
be at St. Matthew’s; and De-
cember 14" will be at Im-
maculate Conception (with

me preaching). Soup begins
at 6pm with the liturgy at
Tpm.

One of my favorite ways to
prepare myself for the coming
of the Christ child is the Ad-
vent calendar, which I’ve
used almost every year of my
life! It has a picture of some
scene having to do with
Christmas and there are
“windows” to be opened each
day of December through the
24" or 25™. Some Advent
calendars have pictures when
you open the window while
others have scripture passages
and still others have both. It’s
fun to discover each new pic-
ture/scripture as the days
move on toward Christmas.

Similarly is the Jesse Tree
which is made up of symbols
representing Jesus’ ancestors.
The name, Jesse Tree, comes
from Isaiah 11:1, in which
Jesus is referred to as a shoot
coming up from the stump of
Jesse, the father of David.
Making your own Jesse Tree
could be a wonderful way to
get ready spiritually for cele-
brating Jesus’ birth.

Another wonderful way to
prepare for Christmas this
Advent is to pray the daily

office. What I mean by
that is to pray in the
comfort of your own
home each day any of
the following: Morning
Prayer (page 75); Eve-
ning Prayer (page 115);
or Compline (page 127)
service. The lectionary
in the back of the Book
of Common Prayer (see
page 937 for Year Two)
will tell you which Bible
passages to read for each
day. The Book of Com-
mon Prayer also contains
Daily Devotions for In-
dividuals and Families
beginning on page 136
which are short and can
include any of the daily
readings.

I encourage you to take
some intentional time to
allow yourself and your
spirit to prepare for the
receiving of the Christ
child.

Looking forward to our
Advent journey,

Rev. Sue
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VESTRY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS~ November 9

Attending: Rev. Sue Rich, Nancy Wells, Dick West, Doris Stevenson, Clyde
Pearsall, Harold Schneider, Lauraine Ferris. Guest: Brian Hurst

Meeting opened at 6:30 with prayer by Clyde.
Brian Hurst of Edward Jones gave us a handout and explained how people can gift stocks and save on personal taxes.
Minutes for October-- Motion to approve, seconded. Voted on, passed.

Old Business--Stewardship update was given on a sheet, some changes but still below what is needed. Statue update-no
news, still haven't heard back on the value, insurance will cover, Abi had a picture and article when it was dedicated,
Lori is on the trail. Grant update--The committee has met, Dave Webster is the head, Nancy is our contact person. Hope
to have something for us at December meeting. Think about having kids like the football players move the pews out.

Adventure club update--Steve Bagadinski is filling out the paper work.

New Business--Nancy spoke about the possibility of using silk flowers as real are getting expensive. We can get 4 sea-
sonal arrangements for 2 vases , people could have real flowers or pay $25 to use silk with the church general fund get-
ting the benefit . Two family parishioners offered to donate the 2 sets of seasonal arrangements. A motion to go ahead
with this idea, support . Voted on, passed. Rev. Sue will advise the worship committee. Next vestry meeting conflicts
with Advent soup supper, changed to Dec 7 at 7:30. Lauraine informed us that Food for Families will participate in the
Walk for Warmth soup cook-off on Nov. 18 with Doc's seafood chowder. Also Janie called and she and Dutch appreci-
ated the gift but want to turn it back to FFF and have bought some ground beef for us. Rev. Sue reported on Kathy's
work and that she should get extra pay for special events cleanup. We will ask Lori what that rate should be (check past
fees) for half day and full day, also get input from Kathy. It is a diocesan thing that she gets paid vacation. We need to
arrange a replacement when she is on vacation. We received a letter from the diocesan chancellor regarding cribs. Dick
will fix it so the side no longer drops. There is a man coming tomorrow for a safety walk through and he will ask him
about it.

Financial Report--There was a question on the $8,000 or $5,000 discrepancy of total. No final budget yet for 2012,
should see it next month. Dick moved to accept the report, Harold supported. Accepted.

Priest's Comments--Rev. Sue thinking of time management. She had a 45 minute phone session with Will Thompson,
an Episcopal priest who coaches clergy in this. She is asking Grace to cover one fourth of the cost and gave us a sheet of
information. Harold asked if she'd tried anything else. Dryden vestry meets next Tuesday and she needs to talk to the
Bishop. We want to check him out and learn more about this before deciding. She will email us after talking to the
Bishop and Dryden. Donna Aukett is in McLaren Flint and hoping to get to Lapeer transitional care. Abi Warner was in
the hospital, Twila Mercer is recovering at home. Clyde added Nancy's mother moved to Suncrest today. Rev. Sue would
like to start a book study in January with Unbinding Your Church. We need to let her know if we want to be part of it.
She needs 6 from Grace and 4 from St. John's.

Meeting ended at 8:35 with prayer by Nancy. 3

r—_—_—_—_—_—1

Respectfully submitted, I I

| Please Note: |

Vestry Meeting Date Changed
| to December 7th at 7:30 p.m. |

Lauraine Ferris, Clerk of the Vestry

L___________J

GRACEFUL TIDINGS
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SENIOR WARDEN Report

Yea! We won the Soup Cook Off. Thanks to Doc for his wonderful recipe and everyone who pitched in to help with
preparation and serving.

The Grant Writing Committee has met several times and will soon be submitting the request to the Diocese for a grant to
Paint the Sanctuary and have new carpeting installed. Dave, Della, Tracy & Jennie are working diligently each with their
own areas of expertise. Pray that we will receive the Grant which will look more inviting to our visitors and new mem-
bers.

The Vestry has been notified of a donation of two sets of four seasons of silk flower arrangements which will be available
to chose from when Altar flowers are given as memorials, in honor or in thanksgiving for our loved ones. These flowers
will be placed on the Altar for a donation to the church of $25 per week or you will have the option to have fresh cut flow-
ers as in the past. The Candle donation will remain the same at $10 per week.

The Wednesday Evening Advent Services have started and will continue through December 14. It's a nice time to enjoy
the delicious soup suppers and be together for fellowship with our neighboring church families.

Nancy Wells, Senior Warden

i B e B e B e B B B B b i e B B e B B B B . 5
? Greening of the Church ?
. Sunday, December 18, 2011 following the service. Please bring soup, .
i bread or cookies. After some soup and bread we’ll prepare the sanctuary i

for the Christmas season. Fy

n“ms OCTOBER FINANCIALS
Pledge offerings: $ 5,979.00

SENSE Transferred from LCBT to cover deficit: $ 8,000.00 ($34,000 ~ YTD)
Total month revenue: $ 8,588.24

Total month expenses: $ 11,878.24
Income-Expense: ($ 3,290.00)
Total assets: $121,359.91
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SERVICE LIST—Please Be Sure to Find a Substitute in Your Absence

PAGE 4
The Second Sunday The Third Sunday The Fourth Sunday The Nativity of our
of Advent of Advent of Advent Lord
Christmas Day
December 4 December |1 December 18 December 25
HOLY EUCHARIST HOLY EUCHARIST HOLY EUCHARIST HOLY EUCHARIST
Clergy The Rev. Ann The Rev. Sue The Rev. Nancy The Rev. Sue
Serving Norton Rich Steele Rich
Altar Guild | Sandy Arnold
Altar Flowers Dick & Darlene Lynne Dick & Darlene Bill & Lori
West Coulter West Schmidt
Sanctuary Dick & Darlene Bill & Lori Lorraine Charlie
Candle West Schmidt Kelch Coutcher
Vestry Lockup | Clyde Pearsall
9:00 SERVICE
Ushers/Greeters Clyde & Nancy Pearsall
LEM Nancy Wells Kerry Spencer Nancy Wells
Lector I* Barb Scharping Robert Thomas Dave Webster
Lector 2°* Jean Coon Mary Kay Mason
Acolytes Jessica Snipes Devin House Josh Spencer
Jennie Spencer Hayden House Amy Webster
Hospitality Judy Dave & Jean Clyde & Nancy MERRY
Hosts Downey Coon Pearsall CHRISTMAS!
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES TRANSFERS IN
Steve Bagadinski 28 Bill & Verna Valley FUNERAL/MEMORIAL

A wWw N

Sandy Chapman
Della Hammond

7 Wilda Hopkins
14 Lorraine Kelch
16  Bill Schmidt

17 Janie Klotzner

20 Kerry Spencer
22 Amy Webster

Paul & Lauraine Ferris
30 Dave & Christina Watts

BAPTISMS/CONFIRMATION

WEDDINGS
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ECW (Episcopal Church Women) News...

At the November meeting we congratulated ourselves on another successful year of fund-
raising. We get lots of help along the way. Thank-you to all who worked on the yard sale, scrap-
booking, fashion show, egg rolls and bazaar and all who cooked when Nancy called for the funeral
luncheons. The Bazaar was a great success, well attended and all the tickets for the raffle and
luncheon sold and I think that was a first. The kitchen was the place to be though, it was buzz-
ing, the men really pitched in and everything ran smoothly. Some of you also found a second oc-
cupation, waiters, waitresses and sales clerks.

We now turn our selves to the task of making the budget for 2012, there are always so
many worthy causes and only so much money, a problem I think we all have. Hope you had a
great Thanksgiving holiday.

Barb Scharping
ECW President

1“a“|(-Y0l|‘.

We truly thank all the women and men that worked so hard for our annual Fall Craft
Bazaar. The total gross income from crafts, bake sale, white elephant, cookie walk,
raffle tickets and donations was $3,071.95! It is approximately $300.00 increase
over 2010

The raffle winners were as follows:

4" place dozen roses gift certificate donated by Burke’s Flowers— won by Charlie
Coutcher - ticket sold by Charlie Coutcher

3" place $50 Meijer’s gift card donated by Barb Scharping — won by Jennie Spencer
—ticket sold by Jennie Spencer

2" place stone bird feeder donated by John Thurlow — won by Deb McPherson -
ticket sold by Jennie Spencer

1t place large lap quilt donated by Charlie Coutcher — won by Mary Tocco - ticket
sold by Dick West.

Thanks to all who sold and purchased tickets With such wonderful prizes - they do
sell easily.

GRACEFUL TIDINGS
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o Ecumenical Advent Services Schedule

52 The theme for the Ecumenical Advent services is “Understanding the Light”. It is an

¢ exploration as to the meaning behind the four Advent candles. The evening begins with
a soup supper at 6:00 p.m. with Worship service following at 7:00 p.m. Please take time
1 to come together as the body of Christ for Fellowship and Praise!

The dates and locations are as follows:

Date Topic Speaker Location

11-30 Peace Pastor Gary Grace Episcopal Church
12-07 Joy/Magnificat Father David St. Mathews Anglican
12-14 Love Rev. Sue Immaculate Conception

Grace Church will be participating in these services as we are the host on November 30th—
There is a sign up sheet for soup/bread/workers in the Parish Hall.
We hope many from Grace will attend!
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e e e e e o e o o e e o o o e e e e e e e o o o o g e g

S o e e o ol e oo ol o s e e e e e sl ol o o o o e e e e e i e ol oo e o e e e e ol o sl e e e e e e e e e e e e

6T 1 A{ {

i NEWS FROM THE THRIFT SHOP |, tarYGuitd

i I

I Things are doing great at the thrift shop these days. : :iii‘E

! Would like to have larger sales but with times as i

! hard as they are we are lucky to be able to help the  j ) _

! families that we can. I had Lori come to my rescue Calling ALL Altar Guild

E again, she made up tickets .‘[0 give to Mary Kay ! Please come and join me on December

i Mason’s class for any clothing they need. We are b 10th to wash and polish the altar for the

i working with St. Paul’s Lutheran church to give out | upcoming Christmas season!! We will

: coats, and Love Inc. will help with snow pants and | begin polishing at 9:00 am. With every-
. boots. I'm so grateful for our great Grace family as I one’s help it won’t take long at all. We

. weall seem to pull together to help as many as we §  plan to polish brass and silver, dust where
! i itneeds dusting, and wash where it needs
j can. Hope each and every one of you have a safe ! washing,

é and happy Christmas. '

i ! We would love all the help we can

i Darlene West ! get. So, if you aren’t on altar guild please
i ! still come and join us. The camaraderie

: Thrift Shop Manager ! is great! I'll bring the donuts!

i .

H e CHme CEme CEe CEEe CEEe CHEe CEEe CHE O CHE NS CHE CHES CHES CEEe CHES CHEe CHEe CHECHE Thanks ~ Sandy Arnold

GRACEFUL TIDINGS
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Alwar

ELOWERS AND CANDLES fowes;

There will be an additional option for Altar flowers beginning January
2012. We have received a donation of two separate sets of silk flowers for
the four seasons which can be placed in the Altar vases. If you choose to
have the silk arrangements there will be a donation of $25 to go into the
church operating fund. You will still have the option of fresh cut flowers
and the florist you would like to get them from.

The donation for the Candle will remain at $10.

If you are interested in doing flowers or candles in memory, thankfulness
or in honor of aloved one call Nancy Wells 664-9793. Please do not call the
office, since this can create double booking and you may not get the date
you would like.

R R R R R R N R R R IR I R R R R R R R R R

i b i
! oinsettia Sale !
X et’s decorate! W
& Let’sd ! &
% Poinsettias will again be available for $10 each. Call Lori b 4
z% at the office for more information. Deadline 1s December 11th. z%

We will be accepting nomina- 16 years, baptized, and worship
tions for candidates for Vestry.  regularly.

Please submit a small paragraph

or two for a profile to be printed You have until December 15,

in January newsletter. Thisisa 2011 to get your nomination to

way you can help fulfill your Rev Sue; Clerk of the Vestry,

stewardship to the church. We Lauraine Ferris; or the office.

need people to fill the two posi- NOMINATIONS

tions that will be open.

To be considered, the qualifica- The Annual Meeting will be held in
tions are to be over the age of January. More details will follow.

GRACEFUL TIDINGS
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“We are not alone”

by Garnet Haase

I thank God for each new
day. Every moment of my per-
sonal life is unique and amazing,
but I don’t live in isolation. I’'m
part of a community and there are
also special times in the life of my
family, my church, my city, my
state, my country and the world.

Each December the televi-
sion networks review the past
year, remembering both our ac-
complishments and failures. This
month we’ll be inundated with
scenes from 2011.

The future will also be a
hot topic. We don’t know what
surprises await us on January 1%,
but we do know our Lord and Sav-
ior, Jesus the Christ was born,
lived and died for us and he’s
promised to come again as victori-
ous King of Kings and Lord of
Lords. We don’t know when he’ll
return to earth, because it’s none
of our business and fretting about
the end of the world is a waste of
time.

So this December instead
of worrying, we need to share and

trust God’s love throughout each

day. These are uncertain times,
but what time isn’t? Every breath
could be our last, so we must live
in God’s eternal present and
make the most of the moment.

As we recall the events
that have shaped our lives and the
world around us during the last
year, let’s remember that through
every triumph and failure,
through every joy and heartache
our Lord has been with us and
will remain with us forever. We
aren’t alone.

We may not be sharing
Christmas dinner with family or
friends but our Lord is with us,
filling the empty spaces in our
lives. Our homes may not be
filled with the joyful laughter of
children opening their
presents, but they can be filled
with the songs of angels as we
remember that first Christmas.
May God’s love and peace and
joy fill our hearts and minds as
we remember the past and look
with hope to the future.

Yours In Christ,

Garnet Haase

<¢eceeceeee

Grace has once again

@ this year adopted a family
: to support during this holi-
¥ day season. Lauraine Ferris
@ has prepared a giving tree
: in the parish hall with

© things requested from the
: family. The ages, sizes and
¥ suggestions are listed for

@ you to take. Boxes are in
: the library for you to put
@ the gifts in. We are also

: providing a meal so food

¥ items are also listed. Feel
: free to go together if you
: want - or if you don’t like
@ to shop—money can be

: given and we will shop for
@ you. Thanks for all you do
: to help others in our com-

: munity.
\AAAA A A A A A LA A A
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FLINT RIVER VALLEY CONVOCATION
November 12, 2011, Held at St. John’s, Dryden

Jon Steele called the meeting to order at 9:06 with opening prayer.

Scripture reading — Sherry Boyden followed by discussion.

Agenda — Motion to approve by Frank and supported by Dennis. Approved.
Minutes — Motion to approve by Frank, supported by Jack. Approved.

President’s Report:
A couple of changes from convention: Four dates a year will be reserved for confirmations at a central location.
The Diocese will be hiring a communications expert to get news out to a wider audience about the Episcopal
Church. We are responsible for the next convention which we estimate will cost approximately $3000
No decisions on grants will be made until after Summit at which time we should be better informed about changes
and available $.

Old Business:
Christian Service Awards will be awarded to Barb Taylor of St. Dunstan’s, Norb Birchmeier of Trinity, and Caro-
lyn Koenig of Christ Church. The tentative award schedule is Dec 11" at 10, Dec 18" at 10, and Dec 4 at 9:30,
resp.
Our Dec 10™ meeting will be at St. Paul’s, Flint and Jan 14™ at St. Andrew’s, Flint.

New Business:

e Special Guest: John Snell from St. Paul’s, Flint was present to speak on the changes at C.E.C. a non-profit 5013 or-
ganization. They have terminated the former board in order facilitate change and move forward. The new board of di-
rectors is very positive. They are planning a newsletter to parishes and would like an opportunity to speak at parish cof-
fee hours. They are in the process of finding a new executive director (a paid position needed to qualify for some of
their funding), and will take recommendations (experience with non-profit org. and with eastern Flint).

Convocation Summit: Nov 19", 10:00 to 3:00, at St. John’s, Midland. Clergy are encouraged to attend and others are
welcome.

Parish Updates:

St. Christopher’s — Grand Blanc: FISH pancake breakfast is later this month. Tomorrow we are hosting a breakfast and
lunch for the youth of the parish. Outreach committee is being revamped. Christmas tree for helping needy families is
being set up. Great music programs

St. Dunstan’s — Davison: Last Saturday was Memorial Vigil — read over 6000 names with special prayers every hour.
Dec 4™ is Senior Dinner for residents of Sr. Housing Program. December 12™ is women’s Christmas Party. An eagle
scout is heading up the painting of the church including moving pews to paint the floor.

St. Andrew’s — Flint: Our Friday, Saturday, and Sunday food program continues with some high school student volun-
teers for the summer. Bishop Todd’s visit was October 30™ — 14 were confirmed. The day included a Halloween party
for the kids with a great turn out.

Trinity — Flushing: Just had our Progressive Dinner — 26 involved. We set up a booth for Flushing Harvest Fest which
was successful. Wednesday is Bible Study. We’ll be setting up a Christmas tree to help with gifts for the needy. Our
Christmas wreath sale is coming up.

St. John’s — Otter Lake: Our food distribution program with other churches in the area served 46 families (up from 36
last month). We started a healing service — the next one is Thursday. We have an organist for the first time in years.
Nazarene Church used our hall to run a Spaghetti Dinner which was very successful. Fall Fest is Nov 19" and Ecumeni-
cal gathering is Nov 20™. Dec 16™ is the parish Christmas Party.

St. Jude’s — Fenton: Bishop Todd’s visit was last week — several confirmations and good crowd. Outreach is meeting
with Presbyterian Church to join forces. Progressive Dinner was October. Script program has been successful.

Continued on page 10
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St. Paul’s — Flint: Held C.E.C. silent auction and dinner which made $4000. We now have a choir director and organist.
Our building is being used for children’s grief counseling. Harvest Dinner is Nov 20" during coffee hour. Dec 15" is
parish Christmas Party.

Christ Church — Owosso: Annual Harvest Dinner served 109 people. This week-end is Veteran’s Day celebration,
Commander of Civil Air Patrol will speak, and we’ll have presentation of colors led by bagpipes. We are negotiating
with Rev. Les Harding for another year.

St. John’s — Dryden: Karen Cisco, our new organist, is doing well as is the choir. Becky Foster is head of music series
which featured a blue grass group at the end of October.

Grace Church — Lapeer: Last weekend was our fall bazaar/raffle/dinner which netted a good profit. The choir is starting
practice for Christmas. We’re keeping up with the food bank.

Treasurer’s Report:

e Bills are paid through Nov., and add $2300 to bottom line due to sale of St. John’s, St. John’s assets.

e We anticipate a balance of $12,000 at end of year, have received grant requests totaling about $38,000, and are not
sure what we will receive from the diocese.

Motion to approve by Doris, supported by Frank. Approved.

Dean’s Report:

e This is the Very Rev. Dr. Jay Gant’s second stint as Convocation Dean, and very excited about changes that are oc-
curring.

e Encourages as many people as possible to attend Summit. Determination of available funds for convocations will be
made at the Summit.

The primary goal of the Episcopal Church is the carry the message of Jesus’ presence. How are we accomplishing this
and offering others the chance to give back or help?

Keep in prayer: Judy Coller and family.
Motion was made to adjourn by Anne and supported by Jack.
Meeting adjourned at 11:20 - Ended with The Lord’s Prayer

Next meeting — Saturday, December 10, 2011 at St. Paul’s, Flint — 9:00 a.m.

Food for Families Report-

WE WON! The Grace Food for Families entry of Doc's Famous Seafood Chowder in the Walk
for Warmth Soup Cook-off was the winner by a landslide. Thanks to Doc's
expertise, lots of helping hands, and donations to the ingredients we won $150 for our food program. A big
thank you to all who showed up to support us and the Walk for Warmth fundraiser. A good time was had by
all!

This month we have served 310 meals of baked chicken, fried chicken, baked rigatoni, and beef over
noodles with salads, vegetables, and desserts.

We want to thank Janie and Dutch Klotzner for their generous donation of ground beef and Bill and
Lori Schmidt for their donation of venison. We really appreciate these donations as meat items are more diffi-
cult to get.

Meijer is running another program to benefit the Lapeer soup kitchens. When shopping there you can
purchase a card by the checkouts for a $10 donation which will be matched by Meijer. These gifts really help
us with buying for the increasing numbers we are serving. Keep us in mind when shopping at Meijer.

Blessings to all this Christmas season from the Food for Families crew.

Lauraine Ferris,
GRACEFUL TIDINGS Food for Families Coordinator
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3 - GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
735 WEST NEPESSING

LAPEER MICHIGAN 48446
Change Service Requested

Faithful people of Christ growing and serving through God’s Grace.
Nursery available during 9:00 service.

Nancy Wells
Dick West

Lauraine Ferris
Clyde Pearsall
Harold Schneider
Doris Stevenson

David Coon

Nick Ward
Lori Schmidt
Kathy Levitt
Vicki McIntyre

Vestry

Staff

Grace Episcopal Church of Lapeer

735 West Nepessing Street
Lapeer, MI 48446
Phone: 810-664-2841 m Fax: 810-664-7380
E-mail: gracechurchlapeer@sbcglobal.net
Web site: www.gracechurchlapeer.org

Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday— 9:00am — 4:00pm

Tuesday & Thursday—9:00 am—1:00 pm
Friday—CLOSED

A parish of The Diocese of Eastern Michigan

The Rt. Rev. S. Todd Ousley, Bishop
The Rev. Susan C Rich, Priest

Senior Warden
Junior Warden

Clerk of the Vestry
Vestry Member
Vestry Member
Vestry Member

Treasurer

Organist

Administrative Assistant
Custodian

Bookkeeper

Phone Liaison Areas
810-664-9793 Outreach/Worship
810-664-8482 Building & Grounds/

Hospitality
810-664-1063 Parish Life/Altar
810-653-8006 Formation/Education
810-664-1398 Administration
248-909-0121 Marketing/Advertising
810-797-4712

Sacramentalists

Rev. Ann Norton St. John the Baptist
Rev. Sarah Parks Otter Lake
Rev. Nancy Steele St. John’s, Dryden



